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a Mizzen
b Mainsail
c Foresail
d Topsail
e Flying Jib Topsail
f Bowsprit Jib
g Rudder
h Wheel
i Quarter board
j Leeboard
k Bob (or house flag)
l Stem
m Bowsprit
n Wheel
o Engine Scuttle
p Leeboard Crab Winches
q Main Horse
r Main Hatchway
s Main Stairway
t Brail Winch
u Fore Horse
v Fore Hatchway
w Forecastle Scuttle
x Anchor Windless
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Sail Components
Each part of a sail has a 
name. The edges are the 
luff, head, leech and foot. 
The corners are the tack, 
throat, peak and clew. 
Sheets are the ropes used 
to control the sails and 
halyards are ropes used  
to hoist the sails. 

A barge’s sails are protected from the weather with  
a special dressing made with red ochre, codfish oil,  
and animal fat. This greasy dressing is mixed in large 
drums and applied with brooms while the sails are 
laid out flat on the ground. It waterproofs the sails to 
prevent rotting, and also minimises wear and chafe on 
the rigging.

Sail Plan and Deck Layout 
For Thalatta


